
 

 

 
 

 

Dementias are the quintessential neuropsychiatric disorders, existing at the interface of 

Psychiatry and Neurology. The impact on society is enormous: an estimated 5.8 million 

people are living with Alzheimer’s dementia, a number expected to double in the next 30 

years. While the epidemiological data are stark, there is reason for hope. We have a range of 

effective behavioral and psychosocial interventions and new neuroscience findings are 

pointing the way to disease-modifying treatments.  

Check out today’s materials to learn what’s going on! 

 

 

Self-study Resources 

Video: 

● Neurobiology of Alzheimer’s Disease - The pathological hallmarks of AD have been 

known for over a century, but our ability to translate the knowledge of plaques and 

tangles into meaningful treatments has made little progress. This video explores why 

we’ve struggled and where we can go from here. 

 

Brief commentaries with focused reviews of related topics: 

● Metabolism and Memory: Obesity, Diabetes, and Dementia - Vascular risk factors are 

dementia risk factors, but what drives this connection at the body-brain interface? What 

do peripheral inflammation, the pancreas, and the blood brain barrier have to do with 

Alzheimer’s pathology? Click here to explore. 

● Using Neuroscience to Make Sense of Psychopathy - How do we make social 

connections? Empathy? How can these brain circuits go awry? Click here to explore the 

neuroscience of psychopathy, brain injuries, and neurodegenerative disorders that can 

cause sociopathy.  

https://www.nncionline.org/course/neurobiology-of-alzheimers-disease/
https://www.nncionline.org/course/metabolism-and-memory-obesity-diabetes-and-dementia/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6698892/pdf/nihms-1044865.pdf


 

● From Generation to Generation: Rethinking “Soul Wounds” and Historical Trauma – If 

you didn’t already read this on PTSD day, check out this elegant introduction to one of 

the most mind-bending stories in modern neuroscience – a must read! 

 

A review for more background on Alzheimer disease: 

● Knopman DS, Petersen RC, Jack CR Jr. A brief history of "Alzheimer disease": Multiple 

meanings separated by a common name. Neurology. 2019 May 28;92(22):1053-1059. 

doi: 10.1212/WNL.0000000000007583  

Why do we use the same words for a microscopic pathology and a clinical syndrome? 

How can we be precise in our terminology, and make sense of this complexity? Check 

out this review of the historical and current terminology in Alzheimer disease.** 

 

 

Live sessions, Thursday, March 26, 2020 (all times EDT) 

 

Integrative Case Conference, Dementia (9:30 AM) 

Join us for a live case conference! We’ll begin the session by dividing participants into small 

groups to discuss their formulation and treatment approach. We’ll then have expert faculty 

discussing how they would think about the case from different perspectives, including 

neuroscience. Please be sure to review the case before the session.  

Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/262189212 

 

Cut & Paste – Neurodegenerative Disorders (1:00 PM) 

Grab your scissors, tape, and your favorite newspapers/magazines (the trashier the better… 

well... within reason). We will be making collages and learning about neurodegenerative 

disorders! This session is part of our Neuroscience Lab collection: equal parts neuroscience + 

FUN = learning! 

Zoom link: https://uic.zoom.us/j/877581763 

 

Formative Assessment Questions 

At the end of Day 9, you should be able to answer the following: 

● Why have anti-amyloid treatments failed to prove beneficial in Alzheimer’s disease? 

● What are future directions for the development of disease modifying treatments? 

● Describe the association between clinical syndromes and pathological entities in 

neurodegenerative disorders.  

 

 

** Random pearl of the day: insider’s debate the appropriate use of possessives in eponyms – for 

example, should we call the condition Alzheimer or Alzheimer’s Dementia?  

Check out this article for a nerdy (and awesome) tangent.  

https://www.nncionline.org/course/clinical-commentary-from-generation-to-generation-rethinking-soul-wounds-and-historical-trauma/
https://www.nncionline.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Day9_CaseVignette_Geropsychiatry.pdf
https://zoom.us/j/262189212
https://uic.zoom.us/j/877581763
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3642700/

